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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
The DOMESTIC CHURCH 

Songs of the Atrium | Ordinary Time

JESUS LOVES (Child’s Name) 
With the parable of the Good Shepherd, we announce that Jesus 
knows His sheep by name (John 10, 3) and this song reminds us 
that we are personally known and loved by Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd. In the Atrium this song is used to learn one another’s 
names. At home, every person’s name can be used with each verse 
“Jesus loves ________”. The final verse can be “Jesus loves 
everyone”.  This song will be used often in September and October. 

… 
Jesus, Jesus loves (name). Yes, he does, yes, he does. 
Jesus, Jesus loves (name). Yes, her does, yes, he does. 
Jesus, Jesus loves (name). Yes, he does, yes, he does. 

And He wants us to love him too. 
(© Ann House) 

LITURGICAL COLORS SONG 
Young children enjoy color, and at a young age they are especially 
sensitive to the use of color.  They delight in knowing the colors of 
the Church year and their meaning. These colors have been used in 
the Church for centuries and are a sign of Christian unity because 
they can be seen in the churches of many Christian denominations.  
In the Atrium this song is used when we learn about the Liturgical 
Calendar of the Church and specifically introduced first when learn 
about he priest vestments, the chasubles. This song will be sung 
throughout the year, beginning in October. 

… 
Purple and green, red and white are the colors of the year. 

Purple and green, red and white remind us of the light. 

Purple’s for preparation; white is for celebration; 
Green is for the growing time, red is for Pentecost. 

Purple and green, red and white are the colors of the year. 
Purple and green, red and white remind us of the light. 

(© Holly Tosco) 

JESUS LOVES ME 
A timeless song for the message is at the heart of the Gospel and the 
children never tire of it. Sing this song slowly enough to savor every 
word as the message, again, is found all throughout the Atrium 
environment and can be within your home, as well! 

… 
Jesus loves me, this I know,  

for the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak, but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

(Public domain) 

THIS IS HOLY GROUND 
Children become increasingly aware of God’s constant presence, 
blessing every space. This song is introduced as we learn about the 
Land of Israel, where Jesus once physically lived. We extend the 
realization that God is found everywhere, in the time of today: in our 
own land, home, church, body and even the Atrium. All is holy. 
This is Holy Ground will initially be sung in November. 

… 
This is holy ground, God’s given us Holy ground. 

God is in this place and so this ground is holy. 
This is holy ground, God’s given us holy ground.  

God is in the place and so this ground is holy. 
(© John Michael Talbot) 
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MY GOD IS SO STRONG 
Often a song to be used as an energizing end to time in the Atrium, 
it is a whole body experience complete with hand motions. When 
singing at home, invite your child to teach others these grand 
motions! This will be sung throughout the year. A true crowd 
pleaser! 

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty 
There's nothing my God cannot do 

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty 
There's nothing my God cannot do 

The mountains are his 
The rivers are his 

The skies are his handy works too 
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty 

There's nothing my God cannot do 
There's nothing my God cannot do 
There's nothing my God cannot do 

For you 
(© Universal Music Publishing Group, 

BMG Rights Management, Songtrust Ave) 

PULLING THE WEEDS 
Often the work of the child involves a visit to the Scripture Garden at 
St. Anthony Parish in the courtyard adjacent to the Office of 
Catechetical Ministry.  Here the children tend to the soil and pull 
weeds singing praises of God’s love and beauty. Consider this song 
during family chore time and customize to the task at hand! 

Pulling the weeds Lord, Pulling the weeds. 
Living for your glory, Pulling the weeds.  

Feeding the dog, Lord, Feeding the dog. 
Living for your glory, Feeding the dog. 

Going to school… 
Folding the clothes… 

Scrubbing the dishes… 
(Public domain) 

GOD IS SO GOOD 
The theme throughout Level I of the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is summarized as “The Gifts of God”. At this young age, 
God’s gifts are to be enjoyed and help the child love the giver. This 
song celebrates God’s gifts in the spirit of the young child: offering 
praise to the One from whom all good things come. 

God is so good. God is so good. 
God is so good. God’s so good to me. 

God gives us light. God gives us light. 
God gives us light, God’s so good to me. 

God gives us joy. God gives us joy. 
God gives us joy. God’s so good to me. 

God gives us friends… 
God gives us family… 
God gives us friends… 
God gives us church… 
God gives us pizza… 

(Public domain)

Does your family have a special song 
for prayer time? Consider sharing 

with us so we can include it during 
an upcoming prayer around the 

Atrium prayer table! 

Email your family  
songs of praise & prayer to: 

sarah.p@stanthonyupland.org 

mailto:sarah.p@stanthonyupland.org

